1919            DOG FIGHT IN DOWNING STREET             293
and H.M.G. would of course forbid the residence of a French-
man in area B. They will soon become reasonable.)
I think Feisal will accept these terms, if I explain them to
him. He has the Zionist proposals behind him, though I suggest
that H.M.G. remain ignorant of them!
C We might take the present conversations as an opportunity
of regulating the Hejaz subsidy. I would like to lift it off the
Imperial Exchequer and make it a first charge on the surplus of
the local Arab Governments of Syria and Mesopotamia, divided
according to taste, and estimated, for size, on the former Turkish
'Hejaz' budget.
As Syria and Mesopotamia are not yet solvent the Great
Powers overseeing them would guarantee the payment of the
Hejaz subsidy by them, for the present. In Syria this obligation
would be shared equally by the British and French Governments,
who would pay the amount annually to the Government of Syria
for transmission to the Hejaz,
The Government of Baghdad would remit direct to Mecca*
It seems to me inevitable that the next stage of the Arab
Movement will be the transfer of the Hejaz towns to Damascus
in the same relation as they formerly stood to Turkey (Just as
the third stage will be the transfer of both Mecca and Damascus
to Bagdad, when the density of population in Mesopotamia rises
to an Egyptian standard). This second stage risks great French
influence in Mecca: but if we pay half the Hejaz expenses direct
to Mecca, and another share direct to the Government of Syria,
we seem reasonably a cheval upon all possible contingencies.
D. With regard to the French coastal area of Syria, they have
accepted the formula Trench in Syria as British in Mesopotamia*.
Therefore so long as we are the more liberal ('left' in the Parlia-
mentary sense) we call the tune. The relation of French, Arab,
and British administration sandwiched across 'Arabia' will be a
very peculiar one: and I have no doubt that the middle-man
(Damascus) will always be urging on each of us the good features
of the other. Our remedy and safeguard will be to trend con-
tinually 'left*. I think the parallel of our constructive work in
Persia may help us materially in Mesopotamia,
T. E. LAWRENCE